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These two were distantly related to each other-seventh cousins, or something of that sort. While still babies they
became orphans, and were adopted by the Brants, a childless couple, who quickly grew very fond of them. The
Brants were always saying: Be pure, honest, sober, industrious, and considerate of others, and success in life is
assured. The children heard this repeated some thousands of times before they understood it; they could repeat
it themselves long before they could say the Lord s Prayer; it was painted over the nursery door, and was about
the first thing they learned to read. It was destined to be the unswerving rule of Edward Mills s life. Sometimes
the Brants changed the wording a little, and said: Be pure, honest, sober, industrious, considerate, and you will
never lack friends.
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