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Massey University, New Zealand (-), course: Animal and Human Societies, language: English, abstract: The
following essay is about farming and it consists of four parts. At first | will illustrate the processes that have
taken place in the transition from family farming to industrial livestock farming. The second part will be about
the economic advantages modern farming implies for humans and the negative influences it has on animals.
Thirdly, | will introduce some measures that have been taken over the last few decades to reconcile the human
benefits of such farming methods with the suffering they cause to animals. Finally, | will show that some
resulting compromises between commerce and the animal welfare movement have marked a step forward,
but that there is still a lot to be done in order to enhance the life of farm animals. Farm animals are being taken
off the fields and the old lichen covered barns are being replaced by gawky, industrial type buildings into which
the animals are put. [.] The sense of unity with [the farmer's] stock which characterizes the traditional farmer is
condemned as being uneconomic and sentimental. [.] Factory farm animals are assessed purely for their ability
to convert food into flesh, or “saleable products". (p. 1) This is how Ruth Harrison (1964) describes the shift from
traditional family farming to modern farming methods like industrial livestock farming. Having a closer look
on this shift, one can see that in early modernity from about 1500 to 1800 farm animals were part of a farm's
community. They lived much closer to their owners than nowadays,...
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