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indexed. Not illustrated. 1883 Excerpt: .so cautiously and timidly. And this face was uppermost in her thoughts,
and served to diminish the gloom that oppressed her. She could not sleep; it was vain to try. Had she been firm,
--had she consulted her confessor, --had she refused a request her mother hesitated to make, --she would have
been spared the terrible revelation and the strange meeting with Charles, --the separation of Edith and Henry, --
she might now be sleeping as quietly and blissfully as Jessie slept on the sofa. But one false step had plunged
her in trouble, and she prayed for the morning, for the sights and motion of daylight, to assist her in banishing
the thoughts that usurped and oppressed her mind. She could hear the laughter below, the bustle of the
dancers and the music; and she fancied that Charles must have met Julia, and saw them moving happily along,
blessed in reunion. The morning came at last, bleak and wet. She rose early and breakfasted alone, then flew to
her confessor. She returned cheered and strengthened; the record of her folly was already in Heaven, and she
had offered up the tears of penitence to blot it out. Heavily hung the day. Carry and Jessie were unprepared for
their lesson; the house was in confusion; Mrs. Fairface out of temper, and the servants stupid. Charles had gone
out with his father, and Edith, not yet reconciled to Henry, was particularly ungracious and cross-grained.
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