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Rome, proud of her stern simplicity and warlike spirit, gave no
welcome even to the poetical fictions of Greece, till the grace
and richness of the verses found a response in the growing
luxury and elegance of the mistress of the world; while the tales
whfch adorn her early history owe their origin to the pride of
haughty families, for whom fawning poetasters sang after a
banquet the glories of heroes, whose names alone had
descended to their posterity. So neither in Greece or Rome were
there any prose writings which could be compared with the
early romances of Europe. But in both, there was an element
strongly marked, which, shortly before the torrent of northern
barbarism overwhelmed the learning of the south, produced
works, themselves of a fictitious character, and which have
furnished models for modern works of a similar kind. To...
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