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HarperCollins Publishers, United Kingdom, 2007. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 196 x 126 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.An extraordinary memoir from a man in his nineties who
remembers everyday life in a North London now long gone: the hardships and deprivations of a life of poverty
but also the resourcefulness and fortitude of a community determined to survive between the wars. When I look
back, I can picture the old gels chinwagging on their steps in the Bay like it was yesterday. Little did they think
that young Sid, passing by with his arse out of his trousers, would one way publish his memoirs! Ordinary
people do not write their stories, believing their lives to be unremarkable. Some, like Sid, cannot write at all.
But, with the aid of his granddaughter Helen Day, Sid has produced an extraordinary memoir of a city and a
way of life now lost forever. London Born is a book that has appeared against all the odds - as Sid says, When
me granddaughter Helen Day said she wanted to record the story of the first half of me life and turn it into a
book I was astonished. I thought to meself, Well, I ve done a lot of things, but I never dreamt I d get into the book
game. You see, I can t write more than me own name. In London Born , Sid remembers the city that emerged
from the First World War and recreates the daily life of the people living in the notorious street known as Tiger
Bay . He describes the drinking and merrymaking, the poverty and unemployment - and the villainry . With
relish he relates how youthful high spirits and a refusal to accept the hardship of the times...
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