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indexed. Not illustrated. 1895 Excerpt: . things in themselves are unknowable and even unthinkable, since the
Absolute and the Infinite are beyond our grasp, --since the law of universal causation cannot help us to a Primal
Cause, and cannot prove itself, --sinpe the Spencerian Synthesis rests on a sublime background of Unknowable,
--since the Darwinian evolution cannot explain the origin of Duty, or of Beauty, or of Devotion, --since every
Absolute Synthesis rests ultimately on a mystery, --since science breaks down in the task of re-writing the Book
of Genesis and of expounding the origin of the Universe, --since atheism, materialism, and monism fail to
account for the evolution of all that is noblest in the human soul--why not admit, (says Mr. Balfour, ) that the
hypothesis of a Creator, the possibility of a Providence, and the divine entity of a human soul without body
parts, or passions, may be mysteries no more difficult to swallow that Mr. Spencer s Unknowable or Mr. Darwin
s evolution of morality? And they are certainly far more soothing to the truly religious spirit of good
Churchmen. And having come to this comfortable conclusion of Scepticism all round Mr. Balfour goes down to
Westminster and fights tooth and nail for that odious remnant of sacerdotal bigotry, the episcopal Church in
Wales! Now this elaborate argument of Mr. Balfour s as to the insoluble mystery of ultimate ideas and of Primal
Causes, as to the confusion involved in any materialistic origin of the Universe, is not...
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